
                       Otterburn Parish Council
Meeting of the Parish Council held on 2 November, 2021

Held at Otterburn Memorial Hall
MINUTES

Present – Andrew Shone – Chair, Cllrs Mark Goddard, Ruth Appleby & Joanne Nichols
In Attendance—Martin Chilvers – Clerk, Cllr John Riddle (until 7.50), Steve & Alison Crawley, John 
Hartshorne, Caroline Watson & Isabel Beattie
1. Apologies for absence – There were apologies from Cllrs Peto and Cook.
2. Declarations of interest – None were declared. 
3. Minutes of the last Ordinary meeting – The minutes of the meeting, having been circulated, were 

accepted as a true record and signed by the Chair.
4. Public Question Time – a) Cllr Riddle was welcomed by the Chair. Cllr Riddle recognised the action 

being taken in respect of the problem of speeding vehicles through the village. He highlighted that this 
was a problem across Redesdale and was speaking to the Police about possible average speed 
cameras as well as ANPR cameras. He provided details should residents or the Parish Council wish to
officially register a complaint about the noise from wedding venues.

      Cllr Riddle advised that NCC was working on a current £801m budget that the 2022/23 budget was 
currently being considered. He advised that it was proposed that further funds would be set aside for 
improvements to U and C roads in the county.
      Cllr Riddle provided an update on the proposal for public toilets in the county that was now an area of 
his responsibility. A budget of £1m would be made available for improvements and that Otterburn would 
be included although details were not presently available.
     Cllr Riddle took questions. The Chair thanked him for his time and he left the meeting at 7.50
5. Matters arising
a) item 6a: Ray Windfarm update  :    The Clerk’s Report was received and agreed. Anyone seeking more 
information about grants should contact Jo Willis at either admin@raywindfund.co.uk or on 07762 179579.
b) item 6b: Road safety in the Parish  :   Further to the update by Cllr Riddle the Clerk advised he had not as 
yet heard back from Neil Snowdon (NCC) on next steps and timescales for the proposed safety measures 
in Otterburn. 
The Clerk also advised that he was unable to download the latest data from the Bankfoot camera due to 
the Northumbria Water work preventing access to the camera. He advised the supplier of the speed 
cameras promised a contractor would visit to repair or replace the camera at the Redewater View end of 
the village.
c) item 6c: Revitalising Redesdale update: The Clerk reported that there was a legacy meeting on 3 
November. He also advised he had provided feedback to the proofs for the proposed interpretative panels.
The Clerk reported that there would be a meeting at Percy’s Cross to assess the redevelopment work and 
sign-off by the contractors.
d) item 6d:   Solar light near Redewater View houses  :   The Clerk advised that he had received a response 
from Richard McKenzie (NCC) on this matter and that he was chasing for an update on progress.   
e) item 6e: Maintenance of public toilets in Otterburn: The Clerk provided an update following receipt of an 
email from Greg Gavin (NCC). He advises that the survey report is now complete and Otterburn public 
toilets are on the list for maintenance and some accessibility work to be undertaken in the 2022/23 
financial year. Meantime Geoff Cairns (NCC) has advised the guttering of the toilets will be cleared after 
the leaves have dropped from the trees.
f) item 9d: Fibre broadband in Otterburn: The Clerk reminded all that Gill Cowell (iNorthumberland) would 
be attending the December meeting to provide details of the possible options for superfast broadband 
locally. There was discussion how to attract parishioners to attend and learn more. It was agreed that 
refreshments could potentially be provided especially as it would be the last meeting before Christmas.
g) item 5j: Local Otterburn directory map: The Clerk advised he had met with a local artist regarding the 
proposal and who would provide a quote as well as ideas on possible structures.
h) item 5k: Flower boxes and hanging baskets: There was agreement on the sizes of the two additional 
flower boxes to purchase for the village. There was also agreement to reconsider the topic of hanging 
baskets at a later date.
i) item 5m: Complaints about the noise from local wedding venues  :   Reference was made to the details 
provided by Cllr Riddle. Following discussion it was agreed to monitor the situation for the time being.
j) item 8c: Autumn litter pick: The Councillors thanked the volunteers who gave up their time on 30 October
to help pick litter in the rain.
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6. Finance
a) Finance update: The Clerk provided details of the current bank balance of £14,882.10 and advised that 
the Councillors would at the December meeting to consider and decide the 2022/23 precept.
b) C  lerk’s salary and expenses for October, 2021  : The Clerk’s claim for salary £274.24 and expenses 
(£4.00) was agreed.
c) Reimbursement of £16.00 to Clerk for Remembrance Wreath: The payment was agreed.
d) Payment of invoice for £202.00 + VAT to CM Landscape (NE) Ltd for grass cutting: The payment was 
agreed.
e) Payment of invoice for £45.80 + VAT to JRB Enterprise Ltd for dog mess bags: The payment was 
agreed.  
7. Planning
a) 21NP0071: Retrospective extension to existing decking to create seating and outdoor cinema room: 
Barn Owl Lodge, Plot 19, Otterburn Hall Estate, NE191HE: The Councillors having reviewed the 
application agreed to object the proposal based on concern over the noise and light pollution. It was felt 
the proposal was not in-keeping with the area.
8. New Business
a) Remembrance service and laying of wreath: Cllr Appleby volunteered to represent the Parish Council at
the service on 14 November.
b) Christmas tree in Millennium Green: The Clerk reported that Alan Rutherford from Landmarc had 
agreed to donate a Christmas tree for the Millennium Green. He additionally advised that Peter Tully had 
agreed to help install and decorate on the first weekend in December and Alison Snaith had agreed to 
provide electricity for the lights. It was agreed to add a note on Facebook to seek volunteers to help 
decorate the tree.
c) Trees in the Millennium Green: The Clerk reported that a resident living near the Millennium Green had 
requested for three trees to be removed as they were impacting on their view. Following discussion the 
Councillors were in agreement to decline the request at the present time as there were only a small 
number of trees in the Millennium Green.
d) Grass cutting alongside the pavement towards the school: It was reported that long grass was falling 
into the pavement. It was agreed to get a quote for cutting the grass one mower width for the length of the 
path to the school.
9. Any other business / Matters for discussion at the next meeting of the Parish Council
a) Cllr Appleby proposed that, with the Memorial Hall committee agreement, a sign should be fixed to the 
front of the Memorial Hall indicating the location of the defibrillator. It was agreed the Clerk would contact 
the committee with the proposal whilst Cllr Goddard offered to fix the signs assuming there was 
agreement.
b) Cllr Appleby reported that the solar light near the play area was not working and it was agreed the Clerk
would speak to the ‘Handy-man’ for a quote to repair it.
10. Date, time and place of next meeting: The next meeting of the Parish Council to be held at 7.30pm 
on Tuesday 7 December, 2021. This is due to be held at Otterburn Memorial Hall.

Mrs Beattie and Mrs Watson spoke about the recent planning application on their two adjoining listed 
properties in respect of flooding concerns.
They then provided a background to the current work being undertaken by Northumbria Water near their 
properties. It appears that when the mains water pipe was fitted it dislodged a culvert that took flood water 
and caused localised flooding during heavy rainfall.
They also raised a concern over apparent dumping and burning of waste materials on the land at the top 
of Bankfoot and questioned whether there was a licence for that work. The Chair advised that it would be 
NCC that provided any such licence if one was required.
Meeting closed at 8.40pm.
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